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Mission

 Work with partners to protect, 

enhance, and restore ecological 

processes and habitats within 

estuaries and nearshore marine 

environments to sustain healthy 

native fish communities and 

support sustainable human uses 

that depend on healthy fish 

populations.



Geographic Scope

All marine and estuarine tidal and 

subtidal waters of the states of 

California, Oregon, and Washington, 

from the 200-meter depth of the 

marine region landward to the high 

tide line, including the upstream extent 

of saltwater intrusion into coastal river 

systems (defined as upstream and 

landward to where ocean-derived salts 

measure less than 0.5 parts per 

thousand during the period of average 

annual low flow) – includes adjacent 

shorelands and marine riparian areas 

that provide inputs to these waters



Priorities

Protect, restore, and 
enhance:

 juvenile fish habitat 
in nearshore marine 
and estuary habitats;

 tidal wetland-intertidal-
subtidal-nearshore 
connectivity; and

 water quality and 
quantity in estuaries and 
nearshore marine 
environments.



Signatories/Partners

 NOAA Fisheries - NMFS Southwest Region

 NOAA Fisheries - NMFS Northwest Region

 USFWS Region 1 

 Pacific Coast Joint Venture

 Ducks Unlimited

 The Nature Conservancy

 CA Department of Fish and Game

 OR Department of Fish and Wildlife

 South Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve

 WA Department of Fish and Wildlife

 Washington Department of Ecology

 Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission

 Yurok Tribal Fisheries Program

 Makah Tribe 

 US Forest Service

 Pacific Fishery Management Council



Progress in 2012
 Completed strategic framework

 Launched new website in September 2012 

(pacificfishhabitat.org)

 Convened CFPF and California and North Pacific 

Landscape Conservation Cooperatives

 Presentations/posters:

 2012

 Pacific Coast Joint Venture meeting (Tacoma, WA)

 Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission meeting (San Francisco, CA)

 American Fisheries Society meeting (Vancouver, BC)

 National Fish Habitat Board (Branson, MO)

 2013

 Washington Coast Sustainable Salmon Partnership (Aberdeen, WA)

 Western Division – American Fisheries Society (Boise, ID)

 Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission Annual Meeting (upcoming)

 NFHP Board Meeting (October – East Coast)



10 Waters to Watch

 Represent freshwater and marine
waters across the country that are 
improving through the conservation 
efforts of the National Fish Habitat 
Action Plan — a bold initiative to 
reverse persistent declines in 
aquatic habitat.

 2013 National Water to Watch

 Bear River Estuary in Willapa Bay, WA


Restore estuary degraded by 
past human activities to 
healthy, functioning 
ecosystem.


Remove 5.16 miles of existing 
dike, 38 culverts, 2 fish 
ladders, 2 tide gates, and 2 
foot bridges. 


Restore 500 acres) of 
estuarine habitat, including 
91.5 hectares in 18 tidal 

channels.



Grant Funding - 2012
 2012 Grants 

 Multi-State Conservation Grant: To 

conduct a West Coast-wide summit in 

the fall of 2013 ($50,000)

 NOAA Coastal Habitat Restoration 

Grant Proposal (proposed $4.2 million -

$0)

 Fund 11 projects over 3 years in California, 

Oregon, and Washington to restore capacity 

and connectivity for fish that use Pacific Coast 

estuaries.

Photo credit: Oregon Sea Grant



Grant Funding - 2013

 West Coast-wide assessments
 NOAA - $260,000 (West Coast Estuary Assessment to Support Inshore-

Offshore Conservation and Restoration Prioritization)

 NOAA - $50,000 (Nearshore Forage Fish Assessment)

 TNC - $150,000 committed (Synthesis of Information and Expertise from WA, 
CA, and OR re: An Initial Assessment of Estuaries as Nurseries for 
Commercially-important Fishery Species)

 NFHP - $50,000 – (November 2013 summit)

 Multi-State Conservation Grant – through NFHP – (~75,000) 



November 2013

 Summit Objectives:  
 Review an initial synthesis of 12 to 15 estuarine-dependent species and 

their nursery requirements, timing of their use of estuaries, biophysical 
factors, key threats, and presence/abundance information.

 Discuss additional science and assessments of these species and identify 
key data and research gaps.

 Identify and achieve consensus on how best to assimilate existing fish and 
habitat assessments on other juvenile species on the West Coast.

 Discuss the utility and potential design of a region-wide tool or geospatial 
database of juvenile fish use of estuaries and whether/how such a tool 
could contribute towards prioritized investments in restoration.

Expected Work Products: A set of recommended 
actions that can be taken to further the ability of 
West Coast entities to make strategic investments 
that improve habitat for juvenile fish in estuaries.



QUESTIONS?


