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N F H P  UPDATE

Overview

• ACE Act- NFHP Purpose 

• Interagency Operational Plan

• National Assessment

• NFHP Challenges



A C E  A C T  P U R P O S E  ( S E C .  2 0 1 )

1) to achieve measurable habitat conservation results through strategic 
actions of Fish Habitat Partnerships (FHPs) that lead to better fish 
habitat conditions and increased fishing opportunities by– 

  (A) improving ecological conditions;

  (B) restoring natural processes; or

  (C) preventing the decline of intact and healthy systems;



A C E  A C T  P U R P O S E  ( S E C .  2 0 1 )

(2) to establish a consensus set of national conservation strategies  as a

 framework to guide future actions and investment by FHPs

(3) to broaden the community of support for fish habitat conservation

      by– 

  (A) increasing fishing opportunities;

  (B) fostering the participation of local communities, especially young people in

   local communities, in conservation activities; and

  (C) raising public awareness of the role healthy fish habitat plays in the quality of

   life and economic well-being of local communities;



A C E  A C T  P U R P O S E  ( S E C .  2 0 1 )

(4) to fill gaps in the National Fish Habitat Assessment and the associated 

database of the National Fish Habitat Assessment– 

  (A) to empower strategic conservation actions supported by

   broadly available scientific information; and

  (B) to integrate socioeconomic data in the analysis to improve the

   lives of humans in a manner consistent with fish habitat

   conservation goals; and 



A C E  A C T  P U R P O S E  ( S E C .  2 0 1 )

(5) to communicate to the public and conservation partners– 

  (A) the conservation outcomes produced collectively by FHPs; and

  (B) new opportunities and voluntary approaches for conserving fish habitat.



A C E  A C T  E L E M E N T S

• Interagency Operational Plan (IOP)- Section 208

• National Fish Habitat Assessment- Section 201



I O P  P U R P O S E  A N D  R E L E V A N C E  
T O  C F P F

• To ensure that federal agencies are communicating and collaborating in 
support of fish habitat conservation, especially related to FHPs

• To provide FHPs and other partners with a catalogue of federal agency 
resources and contacts

• To secure or document  existing commitments from federal agencies, 
via MOU’s, etc., related to fish habitat conservation



I O P  
H I STO RY

• A NFHP “Federal 
Caucus” was formed in 
2005, and was included 
as a key component in 
the 2006 and 2012 
National Fish Habitat 
Action Plans 



I O P  H I S T O R Y

• During 2005-2015 the Federal Caucus created various agreements, 
MOU’s, a draft Executive Order (which was never issued), as well as 
resource summaries to provide to FHPs for reference

• A new, formal Interagency Operational Plan is required by October 2021

• Led by the USFWS, including, at a minimum, NOAA, USGS, USFS, and EPA



I O P  D E V E L O P M E N T  T I M E L I N E
12

October 2023 January 2024 July 2024 October 2024



N A T I O N A L  F I S H  H A B I T A T  
A S S E S S M E N T

• What is CFPF’s (and other FHPs) role?

• How will the final product be useful to CFPF?



N A T I O N A L  F I S H  H A B I T A T  
A S S E S S M E N T

• Three options presented to the NFHP Board-

• Repeat 2015 methods adding grazing, timber harvest, and socioeconomic 
data

• Same as above, but add data on lakes, reservoirs, and components of 
inshore and marine habitats that were excluded

• Same as above, but add metrics related to climate resiliency



N A T I O N A L  F I S H  H A B I T A T  
A S S E S S M E N T

• CFPF S&D Committee may be asked to share data from your 
assessments

• All Partners are asked to share datasets with the NFHP S&D 
Committee for consideration for inclusion

• This may include awareness of local datasets and 
contacts (e.g., state forestry department data layers)



N A T I O N A L  F I S H  H A B I T A T  
A S S E S S M E N T
• Primary audience is the NFHP Board

• Assessment will highlight for policy-makers the greatest 
needs and guide strategic conservation actions

• Resulting spatial datasets will be useful for aquatic 
conservation professionals



C U R R E N T  C H A L L E N G E S

• Funding levels have not changed appreciably in the last 15 years, but the 
number of FHPs has increased from 5 to 20

• ACE Act Challenges

• 1:1 match requirement

• Particularly challenging for FHP coordination grant

• Project submission and approval timeline

• Grant administration



Questions?
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