
March 15th, 2024

CDFW Fisheries Grant Restoration Program
 (FRGP) Question & Answer Session 



Agenda

Holly Steindorf
Forum Coordinator 
hsteindorf@nrccorp.com

1:00pm Overview of the California Fish Passage Forum from Holly 
Steindorf, Forum Coordinator

1:10pm Overview of FRGP from Basil Ibewiro, FRGP Supervisor

1:20pm Q&A on your FRGP Applications



Mission: To protect and revitalize 
anadromous fish populations in 
California by restoring connectivity of 
freshwater habitats throughout their 
historic range. 

A 2019 Project lead by Trout Unlimited to install a large 
bottomless culvert at the Skunk Train crossing of Noyo River, 
east of Fort Bragg. 



Members



Seven strategic objectives including:

• Funding removal/remediation of barriers, assessment and 
research work.

• Improving collaboration information sharing of 
agencies/organizations. 

• Collating and elevating resources for practitioners.

• Increasing access to streamlined permitting options. 

• Outreaching the need for connectivity and successes of fish 
passage restoration across our geographic scope. 

Our Objectives

WWW.CAFISHPASSAGEFORUM.ORG



Upcoming Events

• Anyone Attending Salmonid Restoration 
Federation Conference March 26-29? Show 
of hands! Come see us at the poster session. 

• April 5th Funding and Resources Webinar

• Next set of PAD Expert Webinars (Region 1 
Coastal and Region 1 Inland) Put in the chat if 
you want an invite. 

• November 2024, Date TBD- Forum Meeting 
in Sacramento with an associated field day 
outreach event! 

WWW.CAFISHPASSAGEFORUM.ORG



Click here to Register

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Ce2w_0hXQwe9Nt4Wp_JlQw#/registration


Funding

• The forum awards about 250-350K in funding annually through NFHP. Good source of funding 
for covering cost increases, monitoring, assessments, and leveraging additional funds. Closed 
for this year, releases each spring.  

Interagency Fish Passage Portal

• Many sources of funding available 
each year, both federal and non-
federal. Visit the Fish Passage 
Portal for federal opportunities. 
Notable state sources include 
CDFW FRGP, DWR, SCC, and 
others. 

https://interagency-bil-fish-passage-project-1-fws.hub.arcgis.com/#anchorResources


Fisheries 
Restoration 
Grant Program

PROGRAM OVERVIEW



History
Started in 1981

• Fund projects that restore, enhance, or protect anadromous salmonid habitat 

• Funded 6,819 grants for $508.8 million

• Annually fund ~$14 million in projects from NOAA Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund

• Fund 25-40 projects a year (15-25 implementation projects)

• Grant Terms are 1-4 years long

• 60% of projects are in Region 1, 30% are in Region 3, and 10% are Region 2, 4 & 5. 



Project types

FP - Fish Passage at Stream Crossings                        HU - Watershed Restoration (Upslope) 

HB - Instream Barrier Modification for Fish Passage 

HI - Instream Habitat Restoration HR - Riparian Restoration                   

HS - Instream Bank Stabilization    RE - Cooperative Rearing 

PD – Project Design (100% Design) SC - Fish Screening of Diversions 

WC  Water Conservation Measures 

WD - Water Measuring Devices (Instream and Water Diversion)

Priority 1



Project types
Priority 2
MO - Monitoring Watershed Restoration (Large-scale) 

PL - Watershed Evaluation (Large-scale)

CMP – Monitoring (Status and trends - FB/CDFW)



Project types
Priority 3
MO - MO Monitoring Watershed Restoration

OR - Watershed and Regional Organization 

PD - Project Design (Feasibility study) 

PI - Public Involvement and Capacity Building

PL - Watershed Evaluation, Assessment, and Planning 

TE - Private Sector Technical Training and Education 

WD - Water Measuring Devices



FRGP Schedule

Release PSN
January

Concept 
Proposals Due

March

Full Application
March – April

Technical Review
April – June

Award 
Announcements
December 2024



Spring 2025 Agreements 
are prepared and 

executed

Work may begin upon 
grant execution

Work must be completed 
by April 1, 2029

FRGP Timelines



FRGP Prioritization
Table 1: FRGP Focus Watershed Table



FRGP Permits
o California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Mitigated 

Negative Declaration (MND)

o Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 401 certification, State Water 
Resources Control Board, 

o CWA Section 404, Army Corps of Engineers permit
o North Coast (RGP-12)
o Central Valley (RGP-16)
o Southern Coast (RGP-78),

o California Coastal Commission, Coastal Development Permit

CDFW Cutting the Green Tape Program

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Watersheds/Cutting-
Green-Tape



FRGP Approved Manuals

California Salmonid Stream Habitat Restoration 
Manual and Volume II

9 other approved manuals. 



FRGP 9 Approved Manuals



FRGP Grant Managers
Review proposals

Draft grant agreements

Work closely with Grantees

Inspect implementation sites regularly

Conduction implementation monitoring

Many have 10+ years of restoration experience



FRGP Values
Resources are more important than projects

One project can delay all the projects. 
◦ CEQA and 401 are one permit for all the projects, and the 404 is 

contingent on CEQA and a 401. 

Large or Complex projects are told to get individual permits.



FRGP Contact Info
For more information about the solicitation visit:

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Grants/FRGP/Solicitation

FRGP Program Contacts: 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Grants/FRGP/Contact

Email us at: frgp@wildlife.ca.gov
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